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open to the natives in general, subject to such a duty
as might produce one hundred and twenty thousand
pounds a year. This policy was adopted by the le-
gislature. In the act of 1773 it was expressly pro*
vided, that it should not be lawful for any of his
Majesty's subjects to engage, intermeddle, or be any
way concerned, directly or indirectly, in the inland
trade in salt, except on the India Company's ac-
count.

Under the positive orders of the Company, the salt
trade appears to have continued open from 1768 to
1772. The act, indeed, contained an exception in fa-
vor of the Company, and left them a liberty of dealing
in salt upon their own account. But still this poli-
cy remained unchanged, and their orders unrevoked.
But in the year 1772, without any instruction from
the Court of Directors indicating a change of opin-
ion or system, the whole produce was again monopo-
lized, professedly for the use of the Company, by Mr.
Hastings. Speaking of this plan, he says (letter to
the Directors, 22d February, 1775) : " No new hard-
ship has been imposed upon the salt manufacturers
by taking the management of that article into the
hands of government; the only difference is, that the
profit which was before reaped by English gentlemen
and by banians is now acquired by the Company."
In May, 1766, the Directors had condemned the mo-
nopoly on any conditions whatsoever. " At that time
they thought it neither consistent with their honor
nor their dignity to promote such an exclusive
trade."* ."They considered it, too, as disgraceful,
and below the dignity of their present situation, to allow

* Vide Sel. Letter to Bengal, 17 May, 1766, Par. 36, in Fonrth
Report from Com. of Secrecy, in 1773, Appendix, No. 45.